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Sable, Dems capture I 
SV school board slots 



The closest race for Steel Valley 
School Board was for the' four-year 
unexpired term, with Karen Sable, on 
the Republican side, and Democrat 
Rita C. Hobart at times running neck 
and neck. But Sable captured the slot 
with 3,321 votes to Hobart’s 2,944, a 
377-vote edge. “ "Honestly, I didn’t 
expect to win,” Sable aaid of the Nov. 

6 election. Referring to her mem- 
bership in the Steel Valley Concerned 
Democrats, an independent group, 
she added. "No matter what group 
you’re connected with, it’s hard to win 
(in the Steel Valley) on a Republican 
ticket. I think the flyer (she passed 
out to area residents and the ballot 
card helped a lot. 

About 46 percent of the registered 
voters in Munhali. Homestead and 
West Homestead went to the polls for 
the school board races. 

Winning three regular four-year 
terms on the board in unofficial 
results were Democrats .Robert J. 
Kosko, Stephen A. Rojtas and 
Richard J. Pnzio with 4.126, 3,664 and 
3,460 votes, respectively. Republican 
contender Donald R Kline came 
closest to capturing a slot with 2.203 
total votes, trailed by Republican 
Annabelle C. Jchr.son with 1,973 
voters giving her their support. 

Rojtas. who eras s -filed and thus 
was a shco-in ior cr.e of the school 
board seats, received 1,403 
Republican votes. 

Vote tallies irt-m Homestead 
residents in the Steel Valley School 
Board races include: Kosko. 1,007 
votes; Rojtas, 9;"0 Democratic votes 
and 133 Republican *, res; Puzio, 942; 
Hobart. 323; Sab\\ 647; Kline, 305; 
and Johnson. 160. 
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The percentage of Munhali 
residents who went to the polls for the 
races was slightly larger ( about 46.4 
percent) than the overall Steel Valley 
turnout. Munhall’s vote included; 
Kosko, 2,519; Sable, 2,184; Rojtas, 
2,136 Democratic votes and 1,108 
Republican; Puzio, 1,939; Hobart, 
1,671; Johnson, 1,632; and Kline, 1,607. 

Voter turnout was poor in West 
Homestead, with about 45.4 percent of 
the voters casting ballots in the school 
board races. The borough’s vote went 
as follows; Kosko*, 600; Puzio, 579; 
Rojtas, 573 Democratic votes and 167 
Republican; Sable, 4S0; Hobart, 445; 
Kline, 296; and Johnson, 186. 

Early returns in the Hobart-Sable 
race showed Hobart slightly ahead. 
At Munhali Democratic headquarters 
in the Park Arena Tuesday night, 
Hobart said although she hoped to 
win, Sable "definifely campaigned 
harder than I did.” 

Munhali Democratic Chairman 
Ray Bodnar said,. "I have to give 
Karen Sable a lot of credit for the 
work she’s done. Quite frankly, I think 
she did a lot more work and she 
deserves the victory.*’ 

Sable said she knew, before the 
race, that “it was going to be a very 
hard thing to win against the straight 
(Democratic) ticket. ..But I felt that 
anybody on the slate had a chance.” 

A. Munhali resident, she captured 
the largest percentage of the votes in 
her own district (11 ) with 369 votes 
compared to Hobart's 142. Hobart 
took her home borough of Homestead 
with 323 votes to Sable's 647. Sable is 
originally from Homestead, but 
moved to Munhali in November 1973. 
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KAREN SABLE, right, who- ran as a Republican 
for a Steel Valley school board seat and wee by 
votes over Democrat Rita Hobart, gets supper. fr:r. 
Homestead Councilwoman Marcella Schultz. 
Schultz’s son, Alex, was Sable’s campaign manage: 
in the race. 
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